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	McKinney ISD Writing Rubric: Poetry
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	Idea Development / Content

(Staying focused throughout the piece)
	Organization
Coherence
(Clarity and movement)
	Voice**
(Personality
and Style)
	Grammar & Sentence Structure

	1
Huh?
(0 – 59 points)
	Your writing lacks connection to the prompt. 
Your writing is unfocused. Your ideas aren’t developed to any depth. 
Your response lacks specific use of figurative language. 
Your response is so general that I can’t really tell what you’re writing about. 
	Your writing is confusing. You don’t seem to have a structure to your writing. 
There is no logical movement from one idea to another. 
Your writing lacks fluency; it doesn’t flow. 

	Your response has little or no voice or personality. The writing doesn’t sound like YOU. 
Your response does not make me want to keep reading. 
Your choice of words is below grade level. 

	Your response contains many misspelled words. 
Your use of punctuation isn’t consistent. 
Capitalization errors are present. 
You did not use literary devices.

	2
Ok…
(60–69 points)
	Your ideas mostly stay on the surface level. 
Your response is somewhat focused, but it doesn’t seem complete. 
Some use of figurative language is present. 
It feels like something is missing. 
	You have abrupt shifts. 
Your connections between stanzas are not always clear. 
Your writing has little fluency guiding the reader through the piece. 

	I can see your personality in some places. 
Some parts sound authentic, but I can’t get a sense of who you are as a person. 
Your choice of words is ok but could be improved. 
	Your structure is mostly correct. 
Your spelling mistakes distract the reader. 
You have little variety in your stanzas.
You used some literary devices.

Capitalization errors are present. 

	3
Nice.
(70–89 points)
	Your response is focused. 
Your style and diction add insight to your response. 
Sufficient use of figurative language is present. 
You may have a few sudden shifts or get off topic a bit, but I can follow your ideas. 

	Your connections between ideas and stanzas are logical. 
Your stanzas have fluency that move the piece forward. 

	I can see your personality most of the time, but your response still sounds a bit generic. 
Your response is engaging and interesting to read. I want to finish it! 
Your choice of words is at grade level. 

	You choose your words carefully. (higher level vocabulary) 
You have a few minor errors. These errors do not distract the reader. 
You used a variety of literary devices. 
Capitalization is perfect. (as needed)
You use punctuation correctly. (as needed)

	4
Wow!!!
(90–100 points)
	Your response is thought-provoking. 
Your style and diction add depth to the writing. 
Your response has excellent use of figurative language. 
Your response is completely focused. 

	Your organization is so smooth it makes your ideas very easy to follow. 
Your style and fluency make this easy to read. 

	You write with depth. 
Your personality sparkles! 
Your response sounds authentic and original. 
This is really YOU! 

Your word choice is higher level. 
	Your thoughts are communicated at a very high level. 
You have very few, if any, spelling mistakes (1 or 2 at most). 
Capitalization is perfect. 
You use a great variety of literary devices. 
You use punctuation correctly.  (as needed)


