Money Matters
2014 Course Syllabus

Coach Lovell

Course: Money Matters
Students will investigate personal and global economics with emphasis on the free enterprise system and its impact on consumers and businesses.  Students will apply critical-thinking skills to analyze financial options based on current and projected economic factors.  Students will gain knowledge and skills necessary to set short and long-term financial goals based on those options.  Students will demonstrate an understanding of the fundamental principles of money and analyze personal financial needs and goals based on current economic factors.  Students will investigate long-term financial goals through investment, tax planning, asset allocation, risk management, retirement planning, and estate planning.
Grade Level:  9-11
Course Credit:  one semester = ½ credit

Teacher:  Lance Lovell

Room: F131

Phone: 469-302-4541
Email: llovell@mckinneyisd.net
Why the need for Money Matters?

Upon graduation students are faced with the task of managing their personal finances, and all too often these high school graduates are forced to learn on the fly through trial and error.  This course is designed to introduce the world of managing personal financial needs and investigate long-term money matters in order to have a foundation on which to build a solid understanding of financial management.
Course Objectives:

· To gain insight into the knowledge required to be successful with pursuing short and long-term financial goals.

· To understand budgets and smart spending.

· To learn about credit and credit protection.

· To discover investment options and strategies.

· To  investigate planning for the future.
Course Outline:

· Principles of money
· Financial planning
· “How to”…Your money toolkit
· What is credit?
· Investments
· Planning your future
· Major semester projects---group with presentations
Activities:

· Project based activities

· Role playing

· Finance based programs
· Guest speakers

Course Needs:

· 11/2” hard-bound 3-ring binder notebook

· 3 tab dividers labeled: Notes, Daily work and Handouts

· Notebook paper

· Writing utensil-DAILY!

Grading Policy:

This semester’s grades are subject to the following assessments:

· Daily work

· Quizzes

· Tests

· Individual and group assignments

· Individual and group projects

· Classroom participation

Breakdown is as follows:

Tests and Projects--------------70%

Daily benchmark ---------------30%

