I. 55 B.C. Caesar—sails from Gaul (France) to island nation of the Britons

II. On this island were Britons, Picts, and further west on the second island are the Gaels. 

A. Britons-origin of name “Britain”

B. Picts-blue paint, pictographs on body, matriarchal, warlike, flee to Scotland

C. Gaels-language evolved into Gaelic-traded with the Britons

D. Druids- priest class responsible for preserving knowledge

III. Anglo-Saxon Invasion 449-1066

A. Invasion from Angles, Saxons, and Germanic people

1. Jutes and Frisians main German groups

2. Form a confederacy called Heptarchy p. 20

B. Resisted by Britons (perhaps under a Christian commander Arthur?)

C. Angles are the dominant group; Britain becomes “angle-land” then “England”

IV. Wyrd

A. concept of fate

B. related to the word weird (marching to a different drummer) 

C. fatalist society

V. Anglo-Saxon Success

A. Intermarriage

B. Dominant religion—Christianity

1. 5th century -Patrick converts Ireland (snakes from Ireland-St. Patrick’s Day)

2. 597-Augustine establishes Canterbury Monastery

VI. Danes

A. 790s-The Danes (Vikings) invade

1. expert navigators and sailors

2. strong warlike culture

3. powerful females (remind natives of older Celtic customs)

4. believers in the wyrd (backlash against Christianity)

VII. Alfred the Great

A. Halts the Danish invasion, 878-886

B. Truce called and acceptance of Christianity

VIII. Further power struggles

A. 1016, Canute (DANE) becomes King

B. 1042 Edward the Confessor takes power

C. 1066 William the Conqueror wins at the Battle of Hastings (Norman Rule)

IX. Literary Terms

A. Epic Poem

B. Lyric Poem

C. Riddles

D. Alliteration

E. Kenning

F. Caesura

G. Hyperbole

