Macbeth Socratic Seminar

Thursday, October 31

50 % Summative Oral

50 % Summative Written answers
1. Macbeth is a complex man.   Discuss how Shakespeare develops his character and personality.  Use examples from the play.

2. Who bears more responsibility for the tragic events in Macbeth, Macbeth or Lady Macbeth?  Write an essay that supports your opinion.  Explain in what terms you are looking at the question, and use examples from the play to bolster your argument.

3. Mark van Doren says, “For sleep in Shakespeare is ever the privilege of the good and the reward of the innocent.”  Discuss whether Shakespeare’s use of sleep supports this contention.  Do you see any other significance to the way Shakespeare uses sleep in the play? Support your argument with examples from Macbeth.

4. James I’s interest in witchcraft may have influenced Shakespeare’s writing of Macbeth.  Using research skills, write about James’ beliefs and find references in the play that reflect them.  Add your interpretation of their literal and figurative meanings.

5. Write an expository essay about Shakespeare’s use of foreshadowing in Macbeth.  Discuss the situations in which foreshadowing occurs.  Examine the ways foreshadowing affects suspense, or the reader, or discuss whether it gives away what will happen next.  

If you would like, you may wear an Elizabethan costume to our Socratic seminar on Thursday, October 31… Happy Halloween!
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