Macbeth Socratic Seminar

When responding to each question or critical statement, you must accompany your comments with textual support. When responding to the critical comments and open ended questions, explain what the author is trying to say; then explain why you agree or disagree, pointing to text that either supports or refutes the critic’s interpretation. When referring to text, please state page numbers and line numbers parenthetically. 

Socratic Seminar Questions

1)Fate v. Free Will. Are the characters in Macbeth, particularly Macbeth, governed by fate or by free will? (In other words, is Macbeth a helpless victim of his fate? Is he completely in control, and therefore responsible for his actions? How do the witches and the apparent supernatural forces of evil factor into either fate or free will? etc.)

2)Macbeth is a complex man. Discuss how Shakespeare develops his character and personality. Use examples from the play.

3) Who bears more responsibility for the tragic events in Macbeth, particularly the murder of Duncan, Macbeth or Lady Macbeth? Why?

4) Discuss the role that blood plays in Macbeth, particularly immediately following Duncan’s murder and later in the play. What does it symbolize for Macbeth and his wife?

5)What are the hallucinations Macbeth sees? What role do they play in the development of his character?

6) One of the Aristotelian principles of tragedy is that the hero's downfall is caused by a moral weakness or flaw that leads him to his tragic destiny.  In this respect, can Macbeth be seen as an Aristotelian tragedy?  What basic human flaws or weaknesses does Macbeth display?  How do they contribute to his downfall? Is Macbeth a tragic hero?  If he has redeeming qualities, what are they and where do we see them?  If he is beyond being deemed a hero, why?  How does he fail to achieve heroic status?

