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ANALYSIS OF THE PARDONER’S TALE

KIND OF TALE:         moral tale

SETTING:       England; begins in a tavern, then moves to the country
SYNOPSIS:


Three rowdy men are in a tavern drinking when they hear that a friend had died of the plague. They make a pact to avenge themselves upon Death. An old man they meet on the way tells them that Death waits for them down the road under a tree. Instead they find gold. By drawing straws, the youngest is chosen to go into town for food so that at night they can secretly bring the gold to town. While he is gone, the other two plot to kill him & split the money. The youngest, however, puts poison in the wine so that he may have the gold for himself. The unsuspecting youngest is killed by the other two who then drink the wine in celebration, killing themselves.

CHARACTER’S SOCIAL STANDING:     peasant; lowest social classes
THEME:      Greed is the root of evil.

RELEVANT HISTORICAL BACKGROUND:

  The Black Plague was a common occurrence in the Medieval period; the Morality Plays made personified characters familiar to the Medieval audience.

TELLER (Identified & Described):

Pardoner was not only the lowest of the religious group, but also of all classes. He even appears suspect to all the Pilgrims, except the Summoner.  He is an expert preacher (who is good at raising money), and has to be accepted on these grounds.

TELLER’S SOCIAL STANDING:    lowest of the religious and one of the lowest overall among the Pilgrims

SATIRE and COMEDY:

Comic irony is evident in the 3 rowdy men forming a fellowship to kill Death, then killing each other, in finding ‘death’ under the tree, and in the irony of how the plans to kill each other are accomplished simultaneously.

Added comedy occurs after the tale when the Pardoner tries to manipulate the Host into accepting him as a spiritual better.

CONTEMPORARY COUNTERPARTS:

Usually found as villains in detective TV shows and movies.

