	Name 
	Physical Description
	Characteristics
	Chaucer’s

Tone
	Class

	Knight
	Fashioned tunic, stained and dark, creased and smudged from armor
	Distinguished, wise, modest--no boasting, honorable, chivalrous, he has just returned from war and is immediately going to go give thanks to St. Becket, pious and noble
	Chaucer admires the Knight, he uses the description of the Knight’s clothes to emphasize the Knight’s focus on honor and propriety rather than physical appearance 
	Aristocracy

	Squire
	Son of Knight; locks of curly hair, his gown was short (exposing his legs) and sleeves were long and wide, flamboyant and expensive, wears shiny spurs
	Lover, cadet, courteous, ladies’ man, member of the cavalry (to impress the ladies), strong, agile, sings all day, dances and writes poetry, sanguine to an extreme
	Chaucer implies that the Squire is a dandy-- not very serious, young and immature. Chaucer seems amused or perhaps annoyed by the squire’s focus on women
	Aristocracy

	Yeoman
	Wore a bright green coat and hood, had a shield and sword on one side and bow and quiver of arrows on the other, carries a medal of St. Christopher, very fancy and expensive
	Fastidious (tidy and fussy), saucy and jaunty, flashy, displays a great deal of pride in his appearance
	The yeoman’s fancy, bright, and extra clean clothes could either mean that the yeoman is skillful(successful) and stylish OR that he is posing as a yeoman, playing the part but not being quite authentic. 
	Peasant

	Prioress (nun)

Madame Eglantyne
	Very pretty, high forehead, costly dress, lots of shiny trinkets including a pendant that reads “love conquers all”  
	Extremely refined acts with courteousness, picky eater, worldly, pretentiously speaks French, sentimental, kept little dogs and fed them better than most people, “counterfeits courtly grace”
	Chaucer bitterly satirizes the nun. She is supposed to be a woman of God yet she seems to focus only on material things. She is a snob and artificially sweet
	Clergy

	Monk


	Expensively dressed, lovers knot of gold, bald, greasy, fat, protruding eyes, tanned
	Ignored customs, traditions, worldly, hunter, likes horses, spent money, ate well
	Chaucer satirizes the  Monk relying on irony. The monk is supposed to be devoted to God but follows the rules only when it suits him, abuses his power
	Clergy

	Friar

Hubert
	Expensive black cloak, Fine horses with decorative bells on the harness, large staff or stick
	Wanton, merry, speaks well, bought things for the girls in every town “knew every innkeeper and barmaid too”, married off young women (presumably after impregnating them)
	Chaucer thinly veils his contempt for the Friar who is alcoholic, womanizing, fathering illegitimate children, and abusive of power
	Clergy

	Merchant
	Rode a horse, buckle on boots, forking beard, brightly colored clothes,  wears a beaver hat
	“Good fellow”, good at exchanges, boasted of his successes, in debt but cleverly conceals this from the group
	Chaucer implies that the Merchant is crooked, perhaps planning a getaway. Chaucer dislikes the lying about debt. 
	Middle

	Oxford Cleric
	Skinny, clothes are torn and dirty, unkept
	Spends all money on books, lives off the generosity of others, student, bookworm, smart, introspective, careful with his words, “gladly would he learn and gladly teach”
	Chaucer emphasizes the Cleric’s focus on learning and the world of ideas. He portrays him as absentminded, focused entirely on learning. Chaucer appears to have an affectionate toleration for the cleric but not quite an admiration
	Clergy 

(in training)

	Sergeant at the Law
	Threadbare party colored coat like a jester, belt, pinstripe belt, many robes
	Discreet, wise, knows all the laws, trivia minded, know-it-all
	Chaucer dislikes the boasting, superior attitude of the Sergeant even if he does have knowledge.
	Middle 

	Franklin
	White beard, carries dagger and silk purse, red, flushed face
	Sanguine, generous, cheerful, pursues pleasure, parliament representative and tax collector “gave parties that “snowed with meat and drink”
	This character is excessively focused on pleasure, and Chaucer does not appear to be impressed by the Franklin’s self-indulgence
	Middle 

	Guildsmen 

5 of them
	New fancy gear, neatly dressed
	Pushed by their ambitious and pretentious wives, skillful and well-respected
	Chaucer satirizes the ambitious wives and implies the guildsmen should not allow their wives to push them
	Trade

	Cook
	Huge ulcer on the knee (pus filled sore that oozes)
	Loner, excellent cook, knows a lot about different foods, specialty blancmange (the implication is that a “special sauce” was used by the cook with the pus oozing sore)
	Chaucer is poking fun at the aristocracy who eat and rave about the skills of the cook, who is rather unsanitary
	Trade

	Skipper

Has a boat called “Maudelayne”
	Wore a long coat to the knee, had a long dagger, tanned brown
	“the nicer rules of conscience he ignored”, brutal but an excellent navigator and sailor, knew all the safe ports, choleric, smuggler?
	Chaucer acknowledges the skill of the Skipper but he says ironically that the Skipper is a crook.
	Trade



	Doctor
	Wore a crimson robe slashed with bluish grey lined with tafetta
	Greedy, “special love of gold”, skilled doctor, consults the astrological charts and humours, has a deal with the apothecary (druggist) to make extra money by ripping off patients, sanguine
	Chaucer points out sarcastically that the Doctor loves gold, and indeed takes advantage of patients. 
	Middle/Trade

	Wife of Bath

From the city of Bath
	Handsome, deaf in one ear, red stockings, gap teeth (sign of lustiness), wears heavy layers of clothing
	Expert weaver, independently wealthy, married 5 times, lusty, cheerful and sanguine, gives relationship advice, has been to Jerusalem and other distant places, has pride 
	Chaucer admires the strength of the Wife, and her love of life. Chaucer uses the Wife’s character to explicitly satirize the church.
	Middle 

	Parson
	Simple dress (assumed)
	Poor, humble, kind, not in any way corrupt, gives money and visits the poor and sick regardless of weather, not judgmental, shepherd to his “flock”, intelligent scholar, “he wrought before he ever taught”, “perfect priest”
	Chaucer builds this character to be the shining example of what a clergy member should be. He deeply admires the parson’s modesty and commitment to servanthood. 
	Clergy

	Plowman
	Brother of parson, tabard robe, muscular
	Honest worker good and true. Never takes a penny if he can help it, always tithes, loves God and his neighbor
	Chaucer presents this pilgrim as the model for peasants. His hard work and charity Chaucer particularly stresses to be an example.
	Peasant

	Miller

16 stone=224 lbs
	Big, brawny man, wart on nose, bulging eyes, red beard, has bagpipes, described like an animal
	Cheats, “masterhand at stealing grain”, rude, has a “store of tavern stories, filthy in the main”, loud mouthed, strong and drunken
	Chaucer scathingly attacks the miller’s character using verbal irony and sarcasm.
	Peasant

	Manciple

Steward in charge of purchasing food for lawschool in London
	Not mentioned
	Skillful organizer and planner, “whether he paid cash or credit” he understood finances “watch the market most precisely”, thrifty, frugal, competent 
	Chaucer seems to be pointing out to upper classes the extent to which they depend on hard working, intelligent tradesman.
	Trade

	Reeve

Manages property and keeps workers honest
	Old, thin, choleric, skinny legs, hair and beard closely shaven to the skin
	Keeps accurate inventory “no auditor could gain a point on him”, treats workers badly but kisses up to the boss throwing him big parties, sneaky and has gotten quietly rich and bought himself a nice house on the heath
	Chaucer satirizes the reeve. He implies contempt for the reeve’s two-faced pretentiousness.
	Middle

	Summoner

Delivers summons
	Narrow beady eyes, face on fire, carbucles (pus filled sores like pimples) black scabby brows
	Corrupt, will accept bribes, lusty and lecherous, influences church officials “knew their secrets, they did what he said”
	Chaucer presents this character as both physically and morally repulsive. Chaucer uses cutting sarcasm and verbal irony.
	Clergy

(Servant)

	Pardoner
	Rides with summoner, hair as yellow as wax falls down in rat-tails to his shoulders, has a cap sewn with a relic, has a voice like a goat, smooth chin
	Sells pardons, sells fake “relics” to ignorant poor people, sings for money, cheats, corrupt, narrator implies he is either a eunuch or female (effiminant)
	This is the embodiment of Chaucer’s deep anger towards the corruption of the church. He allows this character to express his villainy in his own words prior to telling his tale.
	Clergy

	Host

Harry Bailey
	Robust
	Sanguine, tactful, wise
	Chaucer is affectionate towards the host and demonstrates his merry but intelligent nature.
	Trade


