
Name ____________________________________

Directions:  Read the poem  “Seasonal Adjustments 2” published in 1984 by Elton Glaser.  Compare it with the opening eighteen lines of the Prologue to The Canterbury Tales. Identify several similarities that suggest influence.

''Seasonal Adjustments”

2

Still north of April

 and a cold rain 

splinters the state, sharp 

as an icepick through the heart. 

I don’t need this.  even a blind 

baffling of fog would do. something 

sullen and sluggish 

to hide my life in. Outside the storm window 

the driveway writhes with worms 

and two sorry chickadees 

peck at the hanging feedbox. 

their wings slicked back. their skullcaps 

bobbing at the seder of seeds. 

What do they care for the 

byzantine misery of taxes? 

Their eyes don’t crawl upward 

when the evening news 

pours its blue light on the pork chops. 

They don’t feel in their wet breasts 

a surge. a sick fear they’ll be 

condemned to die in Ohio. 

that last outpost of civilized asylum 

They bring back people I once knew 

on the Mississippi.  who loved 

its loose romance.  Its sidle 

and rich silt. its minstrel winds. 

and could not spell that river’s name

the same way twice

Elton Glaser.  Tropical Depressions. (Iowa City, IA: University of Iowa Press.  1988)

ANSWERS

1. Both begin with references to the rains of April

2. Both use birds as images.  Glaser uses “two sorry chickadees” and Chaucer uses the “small fowl.”

3. Both speakers show a desire to travel, Glaser back to Mississippi to mix with the simple common folk, and Chaucer to Canterbury, though unintentionally, with the common folk as well as others

