Notes for Pardoner’s Tale

Contains prologue and tale. In the prologue the Pardoner tells us the theme of his tale and gives us his true motives for telling it---greed.

· Setting: 14th century England

· Theme: “Radix malorum est cupiditas”-love of money is the root of all evil. This is a very ironic theme because the audience knows that the story is a sales pitch give by the Pardoner to make people feel guilty and buy his pardons. 

· The Pardoner’s motives:

1. “I have a text, it always is the same And always has been, since I learnt the game”

2. “For my exclusive purpose is to win And not to castigate their sin. Once dead what matter how their souls may fare?”

3. “What! Do you think, as long as I can preach and get silver for the things I teach, That I will live in poverty, from choice?”

4. “For though I am a wholly vicious man Don’t think I can’t tell moral tales. I can!”

· Details of the story:

1. 3 rioters (drunks) are in a bar drinking when they see a coffin processional go by. They ask a person next to them who is dead. He tells them it is one of their old friends. The rioters demand to know who has killed their friends. The an tells them “Death” has done it. 

2. The rioters think Death is a real person and they decide to go out and find him to get revenge.

3. They meet a very old decrepit man on the street (this is Death personified but the rioters do not realize they have actually met Death). They are rude to him and then ask him if he knows where death is. He tells them to go look under the tree up the street. 

4. They go to the tree and find instead of death a huge pile of gold coins. 

5. The discovery of the coins poses a problem because they can’t figure out how to get it out of town without being seen.

6. They make a plan. They send the youngest to town to buy food. They will eat, wait until dark and leave. Left alone, the two rioters decide to kill the younger one after dinner so that they only have to share two ways instead of three. 

7. They kill the younger one then sit down to drink wine. They discover too late that he had made a plan of his own, they had drunk poisoned wine he had brought back from town and so both died.

