Notes for Wife of Bath’s Tale

· W.O.B. is one of the earliest feminist characters in literature. Feminism=political/philosophical belief that advances equal rights for women and asserts that women have equal talents and skills compared to men.

· W.O.B’s prologue shows that the Wife is poking fun at the other pilgrims. She also states that she is an expert in matters of marriage. She mentions several famous writers to demonstrate that she has not only personal experience but academic learning that she will use to instruct us in the art of relationships.

· W.O.B. chooses to tell a story that is a romance. However, it is her own unconventional story that shatters chivalrous stereotypes.

· Premise for her story:

1. Set in King Arthur’s time, when magic was believed to be real

2. Theme: women should be sovereign in a marriage

3. Background: a knight “violently attacks” (rapes) a young woman. Ordinarily the penalty would be death, however, the queen interferes and asks the King to let her decide his fate

4. Queen tells the knight he must answer the question “what do all women desire most?” 

5. He has one year and one day to find the answer

