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Lesson Plans for the Week of November 10th


November 10th, 2008
TEKS:
9D- Interpret the possible influences of the historical context on a literary work.

9C- read British and other world literature, including classic and contemporary works

8H- use study strategies such as note taking, outlining, and using study-guide questions to better understand texts

12A- compare and contrast elements of texts such as themes, conflicts, and allusions both within and across texts

Objective: I will discuss and understand a classic Shakespearean tragedy.

1)Begin presentation on background of Hamlet

     -Using a PowerPoint presentation as a guideline, introduce students to the literary and 

       historical background of Hamlet.

2)Discuss Act I, Scene I of Hamlet
     *Appearance v. Reality (thematic motif)

         -The Ghost appears, but is it really there?

         -If it is there, is it really a devil assuming the king’s regal shape and garments?

         -Distinguishing between truth and illusion is the focal dilemma of Act I. 

         -Bernardo’s questioning of Francisco introduces the idea that Hamlet’s world is upside-

          down.

      *Fortinbras serves as a foil for Hamlet

      *According to the religious precepts of the time, anyone seeing a ghost must identify the 

         ghost’s purpose and form. A ghost could be:

            1.a hallucination

            2.a restless spirit returned to perform a deed left undone in life

            3.a specter seen as a prediction or warning sent as a gift from God

            4.a spirit returned from beyond the grave by divine permission

            5.a devil disguised as a dead person

3)Discuss Act I, Scene 2
     *Remind students that the thematic motif of Appearance v. Reality constantly occurs 

        throughout the play.

     *1.2.8- Claudius is very conscious of appearances. Prepared explanations for both his hasty 

       marriage to Gertrude and for the fact that, though fewer than two months have elapsed, the 

       country no longer mourns King Hamlet, not even his grieving widow misses him. 

     *1.2.76- Seems v. Is

          -In the fallen world people can only know seems. Hamlet says someone could be faking

            his sincere sorrow over his father’s death, but he’s not. He’s not faking it. Hamlet is 

           frustrated b/c he cannot discern between sincerity and assimilation w/ other’s feelings and 

           emotions. By the end of the play Hamlet realizes we can’t know IS, we can only know 

           SEEMS. 

    *Go through entire soliloquy with students line by line.

         -1.2.129-In his first soliloquy, Hamlet bemoans the fact that he cannot commit suicide. He 

          wishes that his physical self might just cease to exist “melt/Thaw, and resolve itself into a 

          dew.” He complains that his religion prohibits suicide and claims that he would sooner die 

          than continue watching his mother engage in her vile incest. These thoughts torment him, 

          but he knows he can’t speak them aloud to anyone. 

November 12th, 2008
TEKS:
8A- establish and adjust purpose for reading such as to find out, to understand, to interpret, to enjoy, and to solve problems

8H- use study strategies such as note taking, outlining, and using study-guide questions to better understand texts

11B- Reading/literary response. The student expresses and supports responses to various types of texts. The student is expected to: use elements of text to defend, clarify, and negotiate responses and interpretations

12A- compare and contrast elements of texts such as themes, conflicts, and allusions both within and across texts

Objective: I will understand what purpose switching between blank verse and prose serves and the use of soliloquy and aside.

1)Show students a slide that lists the reasoning behind why Shakespeare switches between blank 

    verse and prose. 

      *The slide lists the reasons why blank verse might be used verses why prose might be used. 

2)Discuss Act I, Scene 3 of Hamlet 
       * Ask students to scan the text for one word to describe each of the following characters:
          Polonius, Laertes, and Ophelia. Ask students to share their answers with the class. 

             -How would you describe the relationships within this family?
       *Talk to students about how Polonius is a man of show. 

            -Treats Ophelia like property. A woman should bring honor and fortune to her family.
            - Motif: self indulgence and vanity often obscure familial devotion
3)Discuss Act I, Scene 4 of  Hamlet
      *Motif of Appearance v. Reality- Claudius appears to be a powerful man, but he has a

        weakness for wine and revelry. This makes all Danes look like drunkards, attracts disrespect 

        both from their enemies and allies. Just as an individuals weakness can overshadow all 

        virtue, so one “swinish” man, especially a poor leader, can overshadow all virtuous allies. 

      *1.4.18.5- Hamlet makes a long speech, "So, oft it chances...", about how a person's single 
        fault (a moral failure, or even a physical disfigurement) governs how people think about 
        them, overriding everything that is good.
           -Again, reiterating the theme of appearance v. reality

4)Discuss Act I, Scene 5 of Hamlet
     *What do lines 1.5.39-40 mean? Claudius killed Hamlet

     *Notice line 1.5.46- “seemlingly” virtuous- Old Hamlet does not think that Gertrude is a 

        virtuous person

     *What was the real cause of death? 1.5.60-70 Poisoned through the ear by Claudius

     *1.5.92-104- Hamlet will wipe his slate clean, wipe everything from his mind except for 

        avenging his father’s death

            -One sense of mourning we get is retributive justice in Hamlet

            -To Hamlet to be a man is to revenge his father; to Claudius it is to get over your grief, to 

              live in the now

    *1.5.170-180- Hamlet states that he will pretend to be mad so that he can spy on his mother 

      and uncle. 

         -Why is he going to do this? Hamlet’s feigned madness will make him invisible so 

           that he might observe and discern the best way and time for his revenge.

         -Hamlet makes his friends swear that they won’t tell anyone that he is only pretending to be 

          insane. Draws a lot of attention to himself. Shakespeare never really explains why Hamlet 

          decides to act insane. 
     *Hamlet seems to know how a revenge tragedy ends: 1.5.183-191

        -Hamlet feels like he is miscast for the part, he is ill-suited for the role of revenger; he is not 

          a man of action, but is put in a situation where that is needed. 
November 13th, 2008
TEKS:
8A- establish and adjust purpose for reading such as to find out, to understand, to interpret, to enjoy, and to solve problems

8G- draw inferences and support them with textual evidence and experience

8H- use study strategies such as note taking, outlining, and using study-guide questions to better understand texts 

9C- read British and other world literature, including classic and contemporary works

13D- apply modes of reasoning such as induction and deduction to think critically

Objective: I will explore the world of Hamlet through analysis and discussion.

1)Show students Hamlet website

     *Go to textarc.org

     *Tell students that literature is not limited to a textbook. Explain to them about the textarc, 

        and then tell them that there are numerous ways in which literature is read, and even 

        interacted with, in today’s world. 

2)Discuss Act 2, Scene 1 of Hamlet
     *We learn in this scene that Polonius likes to spy.

         -Polonius wishes to spy on his son Laertes. He suspects the worst of his son. He sends

           Reynaldo to Paris to spy on him.

         -Explain to students how Polonius is going to have Reynaldo spy on Laertes. Ask them if 

           they think this is odd. What would they do if their parents did this to them?

      *2.1.78-85- Hamlet is acting “insane”

         -Why does Polonius think Hamlet is acting insane? He thinks Hamlet is acting insane 

            because Ophelia has rejected his advances like Polonius and Laertes asked her to 

            (2.1.108-112) 

        -This was very clever of Hamlet b/c now everyone thinks that the reason why he is acting 

          insane is because of Ophelia- he is the spurned lover. 

3)Discuss Act 2, Scene 2 of Hamlet
      *2.2.6-7-We find out that Hamlet is no longer like himself on either the outside nor the inside

      *2.2.164- Once again we see that Polonius likes to spy

          -He goes on to say that if he is wrong, and the reason for Hamlet’s madness is not 

            unrequited love, then he will go be a wagon driver. 

      *2.2.168- Ask students if they think Hamlet stood outside the door and overheard Polonius’ 

             plan?
      *Pairs Exercise: Organize students into pairs to read aloud the passage where Hamlet puts on 
           a show for Polonius, 2.2.165-212. 

             - After the reading, tell each pair of students to grab a pencil and go back over the 
               passage searching for places where Hamlet twists Polonius’s words (e.g., “matter” 
               meaning trouble and “matter” meaning reading material). Invite all the teams to tell 
               what they found. Then ask: Why is Hamlet messing with Polonius’s brain in this way?
       *Discuss with students the various puns found in this scene- 2.2.185, 2.2.229, etc.

       *2.2.315-325- Explain to students that this is an allusion to what was actually happening in 

            London at the time.

        -The tragedians of the city left the city because at the time a group of young boys put on 

         plays that were a fad for about 10 years, so the other troops didn’t get as much business. 

       Richard Burbage co-owned the Blackfriars theater, which Shakespeare’s company was not 

       allowed to perform in. However, the children’s groups were, so Shakespeare made a profit 

       by renting out the Blackfriars to them.

      *Go over Hamlet’s soliloquy with the class line-by-line.
      *After finishing the act, ask the class the following summation questions:

           1)Why is Hamlet disappointed in himself?

           2)What does he resolve to do to change?
November 14th, 2008
TEKS:
7B- rely on context to determine meanings of words and phrases such as figurative language, idioms, multiple meaning words, and technical vocabulary
8A- establish and adjust purpose for reading such as to find out, to understand, to interpret, to enjoy, and to solve problems

Objective: I will take an assessment over my knowledge of Hamlet. 

1)Students will be given a quiz to assess their understanding of Acts I and II of Hamlet. 

      *The quiz is half APMC, and half short answer, quote identification, and true/false

      *The quiz will take the entire class period. 

