
Hamlet Lesson Plans for the Week of November 15th 
 

Monday, November 15th 
TEKS: 
8A- establish and adjust purpose for reading such as to find out, to understand, to interpret, to enjoy, and to solve problems

8H- use study strategies such as note taking, outlining, and using study-guide questions to better understand texts

11B- Reading/literary response. The student expresses and supports responses to various types of texts. The student is expected to: use elements of text to defend, clarify, and negotiate responses and interpretations

Objective: I will understand the use of soliloquy other literary elements in Hamlet. 
1)Discuss Act III of Hamlet
     -Act 3, Scene 1

         -Ask students how they think Gertrude is portrayed in this scene

         -Discuss with students Hamlet’s soliloquy

            *3.1.58-92

            *Discuss with students the various universal human questions Hamlet touches on in his 

              Speech

      -Ask students to restate from last week the meaning of the term Euphemism

           *Point out to students the use of this literary element- 3.1.122

      -Act 3, Scene 2

          -3.2.49-79- these lines show that Hamlet is still very keen, very astute to what is going on 

             around him. Not insane at all. 

          -3.2.93- an allusion to Shakespeare’s earlier play Julius Caesar
          -3.2.358-369- Hamlet’s 4th Soliloquy

               * Hamlet claims that he is ready to perform the task that duty demands- to “be cruel.”

               * Is Hamlet really bloodthirsty?

        -Act 3, Scene 3

            - Explain to students how from the very beginning of the scene Claudius identifies

              Hamlet as his enemy 

                *plots to have him leave for England

                *Also conspires with Polonius to have Hamlet spied on again. 

            -3.3.72-96- Hamlet enters and sees Claudius in prayer.

                *Recognizes his perfect opportunity to kill Claudius, but stops himself. R

                *Remembers that Claudius killed King Hamlet w/o allowing him any opportunity to

                  make amends for his sins, and that King Hamlet is now in purgatory awaiting entry to

                  heaven. 

               *Believing that Claudius is praying for forgiveness, Hamlet knows that by killing 

                 Claudius now, he would send the King straight to heaven. Claudius would escape the

                eternal punishment that is his due. 

Tuesday, November 18th 

TEKS:
8A- establish and adjust purpose for reading such as to find out, to understand, to interpret, to enjoy, and to solve problems

8H- use study strategies such as note taking, outlining, and using study-guide questions to better understand texts

12A- compare and contrast elements of texts such as themes, conflicts, and allusions both within and across texts

Objective: I will understand the characteristics of the Theater of the Absurd

1)AP Multiple Choice Quiz

      -Students will take a 20 minutes AP Multiple Choice Quiz over a selection from the third act 

        of Hamlet. 

      -After the 20 minutes are up, I will read the answers and the explanation of the answers to the 

       questions aloud to the students. 

2)Characteristics of the Theater of the Absurd

      -Before class, write the basic characteristics of the Theater of the Absurd on the wipe erase 

        board.

      -Students should copy down the characteristics as I discuss them aloud

3)Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead Discussion

      -Hold a discussion over Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead with students

      -The discussion will be very open, mostly answering students’ questions about the play and 

        having them really think about what happened in the play. 

      -Students should be aware of the main themes of they play, such as the question of identity, 

        appearance v. reality, and so forth

Thursday, November 20th 

TEKS:
8H- use study strategies such as note taking, outlining, and using study-guide questions to better understand texts 

9C- read British and other world literature, including classic and contemporary works

13D- apply modes of reasoning such as induction and deduction to think critically

Objective: I will discuss and understand a classic Shakespearean tragedy. 
1)Discuss Act 3 of Hamlet
    -Act 3, Scene 4

       -3.4.4- An almost prophetic line since he will be killed while in the curtains. 

       -3.4.18-37- In the stress of the moment, Hamlet stabs him to death through the curtain. 
          *Hamlet is so focused on his mother that he does not even pause to see who he has killed
           before he accuses his mother of complicity in the murder of his father. 
          * When Polonius's body falls out from behind the curtain, Hamlet remarks he thought it 
            was the king 
        -3.4.38-39- Gertrude is innocent, she did not know that Claudius killed the king. 

     -3.4.100-105-The ghost appears to tell Hamlet to be kinder to his mother.

           *Why can’t Gertrude see the ghost?

2)Discuss Act 4 of Hamlet
    -Act 4, Scene 1

       -4.1.6-10- Gertrude states that Hamlet is mad, and tells Claudius how Hamlet killed Polonius

           *Does Gertrude believe Hamlet is insane? Is she protective of Hamlet?

    -Act 4, Scene 2

        -Read entire scene aloud and discuss with students, scene is only about 20 lines long

    -Act 4, Scene 3

        -4.3.20-25, 27-28, 33-36- R &G bring Hamlet in. He talks crazy, commenting that 

          everybody ends up dead in the end- fat kings and lean beggars end up both food for 

          worms, simply different menu items. 

              *Motif- Worm’s meat (image is gross, troubling)

              *Now that he has committed murder, does Hamlet seem as though he is starting to go 

                 insane?

         -4.3.39-45, 55-70- R&G leave with Hamlet. The king, alone, tells the audience that the 

             letters instruct the King of England to kill Hamlet upon his arrival. 
Friday, November 21st 

TEKS:
19: The student understands and interprets visual representations. The student is expected to:

     A-describe how meanings are communicated through elements of design, including, shape, 

          line, color, and texture

     B- analyze relationships, ideas, and cultures as represented in various media
Objective: I will understand and interpret a visual representation of Hamlet. 
1)Finish discussing Act IV of Hamlet
     -Discuss the remaining scenes of Act IV of Hamlet.

     -When discussing the scene of Ophelia’s suicide, show students various art depictions of 

       Ophelia and ask them if they think these are correct representations of Ophelia. 

2)Watch a film version of Hamlet
      -Remind students that Shakespeare’s plays were meant to be watched, not read.

      -Point out to students how the director conveys the relationship between the characters 

        in this version. How do they use lighting, mood, etc. to set the mood for the play?
