The Sign of the Beaver

Prereading: 

Discuss Elizabeth George Speare (p. 6 of literature unit).

Sign of the Beaver, like much of Speare’ s writing is historical fiction.  Historical fiction is a particular genre or kind of narrative writing.  The settings of these kinds of fiction are particularly important because these stories are set in the context of events that really happened in history.  

Sign of the Beaver is set in 1768 against the historical context of the conflict  between white settlers and the American Indians.  

*Predict what the story might be about by reading the title and looking at the illustration.

Ask are you interested in :

     stories set in the time period of colonization?

     stories about one young person faced with learning to survive alone in the    

       wilderness?

     stories which involve a special friendship between two people or  

       different cultures and races?

     Stories about Indians and their ways of life?

As we read through Chapter 1 pay particular attention to the two gifts that Matt’s father leaves for him.  These items become very important as the story unfolds.

Chapter 1 questions:


Setting – 1768-1769, Mass. And Maine
Genre: historical fiction

Matt – about 12 years old.  He and his father built a cabin and planted corn.  He’s going to stay ALONE for 6-7 weeks while his father goes to Mass. to get his family. 
1. What two gifts did Matt’s father give him before he left? Rifle (his dad’s) and a watch

 Why do you think his father left these items? The rifle could be used for food and possibly for protection.  The watch could be used to tell time so that he knows when his father is coming back and so he knew when to make the notch.
2. Explain how Matt was going to keep track of the passing days during his father’s absence.

He uses a notch on a stick to indicate each day.  He marked it each evening.  One stick would have seven notches, so when seven sticks are full, his family should return.
3. Why did Matt’s father leave him alone in the wilderness?  

Matt was left to take care of the cabin and continue to set it up for his family.
4. Why did Matt and his dad need to go to Maine before his mom and sister? (5.10E)

Matt’s dad purchased land in undeveloped territory, and his  mom couldn’t travel since she was expecting to deliver a child.
5. Which sentence from the story tells the reader that Matt’s mom is going to have a baby soon?  (5.11C)

They have to go back and “fetch the mom and sister and baby”
6. On p. 2 Matt “flashes back” or remembers the family making their plans.  Why does the author do this? (5.12B)

This helps the reader know what preparations occurred before the move.
7. How is Matt feeling in chapter 1? (5.12H)  What evidence can you find in the text to support that he feels that way?  (5.11C)

Matt feels nervous because he’s staying by himself, and he thinks that something may attack him.
8. We have only been introduced to one character so far, Matt, and we don’t know much about the plot.  But we already know Matt’s main problem in the story.  What is it?  (5.12i)

He’s alone and will have to wait for a LONG time. The unexpected makes him nervous. He’s never been alone this long before.
9. What does the word blunderbuss on p. 4 mean?  How do you know?  (5.9B)

Blunderbuss is the name for Matt’s old gun. I’ll take your old blunderbuss with me,’ his father had said.” Matt’s old gun was a matchlock.  The new gun doesn’t require as much gun powder, and he’s going to have to adjust to his dad’s new gun because it’s more true.
10. What do you think will happen next in the story?  Beavers? Hunting?
11. What would you say is the main idea of chapter 1? ((5.10F)

Preparation for family, moving, and surviving….
12. Summarize chapter 1 by telling 1 sentence from the beginning of the chapter, 1 sentence from the end of the chapter and one sentence from the end of the chapter.  (5.10G)

Matt was anxious, nervous and confused.  In the middle, he felt better because he had helpful tools and a better understanding of what he needed to do to survive.  In the end of the chapter, he realizes that he still has a whole afternoon before he can indicate a notch of the first day.
Chapter 2:

1. What are some of the daily chores that Matt has to complete?

He catches fish, hunts animals, and he keeps the crows away from the garden. He fells the trees.
2. Why is Matt chinking (cover the holes with clay) the cabin? (5.10E)

This helps to keep out the bugs and to help keep the harsh weather outside.
3. Why does he have to fell the trees? (5.10E)

Sun needs to help the corn grow. He also needs firewood and possibly make firewood and make a cradle.
4. Find a sentence from the chapter that shows that Matt feels uneasy about the Indians.  (5.11C)

The horror stories about the Penobscot Indians made him nervous; he also had the feeling that someone was watching him.
5. Which sentence shows that Matt’s father respects the Indians? (5.11C)

6. Matts father advises him that Indians respected what personality trait? (5.12H?)

7. The last sentence on p. 10 is a technique called foreshadowing.  The author is giving you a clue that something is going to happen.  What is she saying is going to happen? (5.12B)

8. What words in paragraph 2 on p. 7 help you to know what chinking means? (5.9B)

9. What words in paragraph 1 on p. 10 help you to know what a loon is? (5.9B)

10. Write a 3 sentence summary of chapter 2. (5.10G)

Chapter 3:

1. What character is introduced to Matt in chapter 3? 

2. What are Matt’s feelings toward Ben when he arrives? (5.12H)

3. Find a sentence from the chapter that best shows that Matt does not trust Ben. (5.11C)

4. Although Matt doesn’t trust Ben, he feels conflict because he thinks his father would want him to behave how?  How do we know he feels conflicted?  (5.12H)

5. What two things did Ben speak about that proved he wasn’t to be trusted? (5.11C)

6. How do you think Matt will likely react if another stranger arrives? Why (5.12H)

7. Why is the missing rifle important to the story? (5.12i)

8. Look up the word served in the dictionary.  Which meaning of the word served applies to how it is used in paragraph 1 on p. 11? (5.9B)

9. Look up the word measure in the dictionary.  Which meaning of the word measure applies to how it is used in paragraph 7 on p. 13? (5.9B)

10. What does the author mean when she writes “his eye fell on the rifle hanging  by the door”? (5.9B)

11. Write a 3 sentence summary of chapter 3. (5.10G)

12. Fill out a character map describing Ben. (5.12H)

Chapter 4:

1. Who visits the cabin when Matt is fishing?

2. How does Matt know that it isn’t Ben?  (5.12i)

3. Matt now has made 2 big mistakes that have limited his food supply.  What were they?  How are these two mistakes different? (5.10E) (5.12i)

4. Use a plot diagram to analyze the plot, setting, climax, and problem resolution from chapter 4.

5. On p. 19 the phrase “stick to his ribs” is an example of figurative language.  What does it really mean, and how do you know? (5.9B)

6. Write a 3 sentence summary of chapter 4.

Chapter 5:

1. Why  was Matt so desperate for honey?  (5.10E)

2. Why is it important that he was desperate for honey, and had no molasses?  (5.10E)

3. Why was Matt unable to get out of the water? ((5.10E)

4. Who lifted him out of the water and probably saved his life? (5.10E)  Why do you think it is important that he has met Indians? (5.12i)

5. We can tell that Matt is very ill.  Which sentences from the text tell us that? (5.11C)

6. What were Matt’s feelings toward the Indians at first?  How did those feelings change? Why did those feelings change? (5.12H)

7. What might have happened if the Indians were not there to save Matt?  How do you know? (5.11A)

8. What is the main idea of this chapter?

9. Write a 3 sentence summary of chapter 5.

Chapter 6:

1. Why is it important that Matt gives Saknis a copy of Robinson Crusoe? (5.10E)  

2. What is Robinson Crusoe?  Do you remember reading about it elsewhere? (5.11D)

3. It seems that Attean does not like Matt.  Find support of this inference in the text. (5.11C)

4. Look at p. 31 the paragraph that begins, “Attean learn…”  The author is explaining something important to us.  What is she explaining?  (5.12B)

5. Create a character web for Saknis and one for Attean. (5.12H)

6. How are Attean and Saknis alike/different? (5.12H)

7. Why does Matt not lie to Saknis about where his family is?  What are Matt’s feelings toward Saknis? Why does he feel this way? (5.12H)

8. What are Matt’s feelings toward Attean? Why does he feel this way? (5.12H)

9. How would this chapter have been different if the Indians had not been watching Matt, and saved him? (5.12i)

10. In the first paragraph on p. 26 Matt says that his body is no longer on fire.  What does he mean? (5.9B)

11. On p. 30 Saknis talks of the white man signs.  Look signs up in the dictionary, and determine which meaning applies to how it is used here. (5.9B)

12. The word earnest is in the last paragraph on p. 28, which words help you to know what earnest means?

13. Write a 3 sentence summary of the plot events in chapter 6. (5.10g)

Chapter 7:

1. What are the main events that happens in chapter 7? (5.12i)

2. How does Matt feel about teaching Attean to read? (5.12H)

3. How does Matt go about beginning to teach Attean to read? (5.10E)

4. Why does Matt begin teaching Attean just the letters? (5.10E)

5. How does Attean feel about his reading lessons? (5.12H)

6. Find a sentence from the chapter that best shows how Attean feels about the reading lessons. (5.11C) (inference chart if necessary)

7. How does Matt feel at the end of the chapter? (5.12H)

8. What is something that Matt and Attean have in common? (5.12H)

9. How might the reading lesson been different if Matt had pencil and paper to work with?  (5.12H)

10. Write a 3 sentence summary of chapter 7 (5.10G)

Chapter 8:

1. How does Matt change his approach to teaching Attean to read? (5.10E)

2. What is Attean’s attitude toward the white man?  Find a sentence that shows how Attean feels about the white man. (5.11C, 5.12H)

3. Surviving isn’t such a problem for Matt anymore because Attean is bringing him food.  What is Matt’s biggest problem now? (5.12i)

4. Multiple meaning words: relieved (p. 36 first paragraph), and lamely (p. 37 Well, he said lamely…) (5.9B)

5. Write a 3 sentence summary of chapter 8. (5.10G)

Chapter 9:

1. What does Attean teach Matt to do in this chapter? (5.10E)

2. We can infer that Matt wants something from Attean.  What does Matt want from Attean? Can you find evidence to support your inference? (5.11C)

3. Although Matt can now get his own food, Attean continues to bring it.  Why?  What does this tell you about Attean?  (5.12H) 

4. Matt knows that Attean is comtemptuous of the reading lessons, why does he suspect Attean keeps returning?  (5.10E) 

5. Revisit the character web we did of Attean earlier.  Would you change it in any way now?

6. What is the author telling you about in paragraphs 2 & 3 on p. 42?  Why do you think she wrote a summary of the action rather than re-tell the story exactly?  (5.12B)

7. Why does the author then put in an excerpt from Robinson Crusoe? (5.12B)

8. Why does Attean storm out of the cabin after hearing this part of Robinson Crusoe? (5.10H)

9. What does Matt begin to question about the Indians? (5.10H)

10. Write a 3 sentence summary of chapter 9. (5.10G)

Chapter 10:

1. After the day’s reading lesson, Attean suggests that the boys do what? (5.10E)

2. What does Attean do before he can fish? (5.10E)

3. Why does Matt become very angry? (5.12H)

4. How can you tell that Matt is angry? (5.11C)

5. What two things does Attean teach Matt to do? (5.10E)  How will this help Matt? 

6. In order to make a fire, Attean gathers a small pile of pine needles and grass.  He finishes by blowing on it to create a flame.  What does he do in the middle to get the fire going? (5.10E)

7. Attean’s feelings toward Matt seem to be changing.  Which sentence tells us that? (5.12H)

8. What does Matt see on Attean’s face for the first time that day?  (5.10E)

9. The word incomprehensible is on p. 46 in the last paragraph.  What is the prefix and what does it mean?  What is the suffix, and what does it mean?  What does the word incomprehensible mean?

Chapter 11:
1. How does Attean feel about pulling weeds? (5.12H)

2. Who is the new character that we meet? (5.10E)

3. Describe how Matt feels about Attean’s dog. (5.12H)

4. Find evidence in the text to support the inference about how Matt feels about the dog. (5.11C)

5. What caused Attean’s dog to have such a strange nose? (5.10E)

6. Why is Matt jealous of Attean and his dog? (5.12H)

7. At this point in the story, how do Matt and Attean feel about each other? (5.10E, 5.12H)

8. How does the author explain the significance of the sign of the beaver? (5.12j)

9. How did Attean know his way back to the cabin? (5.10E)

10. What does Matt want most from Attean? (5.12H)

Chapter 12:
1. What does Attean decide he needs in the chapter? (5.10E)

2. Why do you think Attean taught Matt to make bows and arrows rather than make them for him?

3. How does Attean feel about Matt’s bow? (5.12H)  Find evidence to support that conclusion. (5.11C)

4. Write a 3 sentence summary of this chapter. (5.10G)

Chapter 13:

1. Why did Attean not free the fox from the trap? (5.10E)

2. Why do you think the author includes this scene with the fox? (5.12J)

3. What does Matt dream about? (5.10E)

4. Use context clues to determine the meaning of improvise. 
5. Compare the white man’s way of hunting, and the Indians.

	
	White man
	Indian

	What kind of traps?
	
	

	Camoflogue?
	
	

	Respect for hunting grounds?
	
	


6. How is Attean changing?  (5.12H)

    6.  If Saknis told the boys that they no longer had to do the reading                          

         lessons, do you think that they would continue?  Why?  (5.12A) 

7.  The word tongue on p. 67 has several meanings.  Look it up in the             

    dictionary to determine which meaning applies to how it’s used here.                

    (5.9B)

Chapter 14:

1. After finishing  Robinson Crusoe what book does Matt decide to read to Attean?

2. What do the boys realize after Matt reads the story of Noah?

3. Summarize this chapter.

Chapter 15:
1. What did Matt do for the first time that day?  (5.10E)

     2.  What does a cold prickle of fear on p. 72 mean? (5.9B)

3. Why was it important that Matt had a rabbit in his hands? (5.10E)

4.Why is the bear especially angry? (5.12H)

5. Why did Attean speak to the bear after he had killed it?  (5.12H)

6. How does Matt feel about the compliment that Attean paid him?

7. What do you think will happen next?

8. Summarize this chapter.

Chapter 16:

This is a very important chapter.  Matt learns a lot, and begins to think about things differently.

1. What is Matt worrying about?  How do you know? (5.12I, 5.9B)

2. What was different about Attean when he came back that afternoon? (5.10E)

3. Why does Beverly Clearly let us know that Attean is in a good mood? (5.12B)

4. What invitation does Matt receive? (5.10E)

5. What position did Attean’s grandfather hold in the tribe? (5.10E)

6. How do we know that Matt is welcome among the Indians? (5.11C)

7. When Attean stepped into the clearing, it didn’t take Matt long to realize that Attean was doing what?  ((5.10E)

8. What did the Indians do before they ate? (5.10E)

9. How did Matt feel about the bear stew? (5.12H)

10. Why didn’t Attean eat? (5.10E)

Chapter 17:

1. Look up the word sober in the dictionary.  Which meaning applies to how it is used in the third paragraph on p. 85?  (5.9B)

2. Why is Attean bitter when he talks about buying a gun? (5.12H)

3. How does Attean’s grandmother feel about Matt? (5.12H)

4. Why does Attean’s grandmother feel this way? (5.12H)

5. What is Saknis’s opinion of white men?  (5.12H)

Chapter 18:
1. How can Matt tell that it is September?  (5.10E)

2. How is Matt feeling? (5.12H)  What figurative language phrase supports your inference that Matt is nervous/lonely? (5.11C, 5.9B)

3. As Matt is walking through the sign of the turtle woods, he hears an anguished sound.  What does he find caught in a trap?  (5.10E)

4. To get to Attean’s village, what did Matt have to do that he hadn’t done when he went with Attean to the bear feast? (5.11C)

5. Why do you think Matt is trying to save Attean’s dog? (5.12H)

6. Knowing how the Indian grandmother felt about white men, why do you think she took care of Matt? (5.12H)

7. Who went with Matt to rescue the dog?  (5.10E)

8. What is unusual about Attean’s sister’s name? (5.10E)

9. Describe Attean’s attitude when he met his sister and Matt coming aback to the village. (5.12H)

Chapter 19:
1. Who invited Matt to the Indian village this time, and why? (5.10E)

2. Do you think Attean’s grandmother would treat Matt poorly ever again? (5.12A)

3. What are Matt’s feelings towards “squaw work”  (5.12H)

4. When Matt lost the game what did he have to give up? (5.10E)

5. Describe how Matt feels as he plays with the Indian boys. (5.12H)

6. Describe how Attean’s dog reacts to  Matt.  Why does he react that way? (5.12H)

7. Do you think Attean’s dog would ever try to harm Matt again? (5.12A)

8. What compliment did Attean pay Matt when Matt stepped out of the canoe? (5.10E)

9. Why does Matt no longer feel alone in the forest? (5.12H)

Chapter 20:

1. What does Attean mean when he said that he had to go find his Manitou? (5.10E)

2. What are the steps of the Manitou ritual? (5.10E)

3. Why was Attean afraid? (5.12H)

4. Why was Matt afraid? (5.12H)

5. Do you think Attean will find his Manitou?  What will it be? (5.12A)

Chapter 21:

1. Had Attean found his Manitou?  What five things tell us that he had?  (5.11C)

2. Where were the Indians going and why? (5.10E)

3. What is Saknis asking Matt?  (5.10E)

4. How is Matt feeling about Saknis’ offer?  (5.12H)

5. Why does Matt get a lump in his throat? (5.12H)

6. How does Matt feel about his decision to stay? (5.12H)

7. What troubled Matt when Attean left? (5.12H)

8. Do you think Matt will change his mind? (5.12A)

Chapter 22:
1. After wanting respect from Attean for so long, how did Matt finally get it? (5.10E)

2. What gifts does Attean receive from Attean’s family? (5.10E)

3. When did Attean say the Indian tribe would be back? (5.10E)

4. Why are they not returning? (5.10E)

5. How did the Indians feel about the ownership of land? (5.10E)

6. Why does Attean leave the dog with Matt? (5.12H)

7. How does Attean feel about Matt?  Support your answer with the text. (5.11C)

8. Why is it important to the story that the Indians have now left? (5.12i)

Chapter 23:

1. What are some of the things that Matt did to prepare for his family’ s return? (5.10E)

2. Find a sentence to show that Matt is being resourceful. (5.11C)

3. What other preparations is Matt making for his family? (5.10E)

4. Do you think that Matt would do something foolish now like climb the tree to get honey from the bees? (5.12A)

Chapter 24:

1. How did Matt know that it was going to snow?  (5.11C)

2. With all of Matt’s preparations for the winter, he had forgotten to make what? (5.10E)

3. How do the snow shoes affect the way that Matt feels? (5.12H)

4. How is Matt feeling about life in his cabin? (5.12H)

5. If Matt’s family doesn’t arrive do you think he’ll go out looking for them? (5.12A)

Chapter 25:

1. Why was Matt’s mother so weak? (5.10E)

2. Why had she traveled even when she had been so weak? (5.12H)

3. How do we know that Matt’s mother is very brave? (5.11C)

4. Why does Matt think that his family would truly never understand about the Indians? (5.12H)

5. What happened to the baby? (5.10E)

6.  How had Matt found his manitou? (5.10E)

7. What prediction had Saknis made that was coming true? (5.10E)

8. How has Matt changed? (5.12H)

9. How do you think Elizabeth George Speare feels about the relationship between the white man and the Indian? (5.12C)

10. What is the most likely reason that she wrote this story? (5.12C)

